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SOLO QUALIFIER JUDGES BIOS 

Hannah Bohn
Hannah Bohn is a lifelong resident of the state of Illinois who was born and raised in the Chicagoland area. For over 30 years, she has trained in 
multiple styles of dance including classical ballet, pointe, jazz, lyrical, contemporary and more. Her career as a dancer includes instruction from various 
accomplished professionals, most notably from programs such as the American Ballet Theatre and Joffrey Ballet. Throughout her performing career, 
she has been featured in productions including lead roles such as the Sugar Plum Fairy in the Nutcracker Ballet, and the lead in the ballet production of 
Cinderella.

In 2011, Hannah served as Miss Illinois for the Miss America Organization. At the Miss Illinois Pageant, she was a double preliminary winner in both talent 
and lifestyle/swimsuit, as well as received the overall highest talent scholarship award. She represented Illinois in the 2012 Miss America Pageant, where 
she placed as a Top Ten Finalist and got to perform her talent of Ballet en Pointe Live on ABC. Hannah was involved with the Miss Illinois Production team 
for 8 years as the Head Choreographer for both the Teen and Miss divisions. For the past 5 years, Hannah has served as both a panel and head state judge 
with the Miss America Organization for: California, Utah, Indiana, Nebraska, Alabama, Iowa and North Carolina. Many of those state title holders finished 
in the Top 15 and Top 10 at each Miss America Pageant.

In Hannah’s professional career, she traveled as a Product Specialist and Presenter on the National Auto Show Circuit for 8 years and was a published 
Lifestyle and Fitness Model, working for clients like Adidas. Hannah is currently an Emcee and Dance Judge for several touring dance competition 
companies. She has been a high school dance team coach/choreographer and judge in the state of Illinois for a total of 13 years and counting. In this 
circuit, she has had several Sectional Championship and State Final placing teams. At the studio level, her award - winning choreography has earned her 
recognition at the regional, state and national levels. In 2017, Hannah founded Reverence Dance Company, where she and her staff have trained and 
choreographed for nearly 100 select high school aged dancers across the state. Hannah is also entering her third year as a Liaison for Dance Team Union, 
where she works closely with dance team coaches in 5 states across the country.

In her free time, Hannah enjoys traveling, seeing Broadway musicals, discovering new vegan recipes, and spending time with her husband Zach, 15 
month year old daughter Riley, and their two miniature dachshunds, Nori and Bernie! She is forever indebted to her dance experience for shaping her 
into who she is today and is continuously in awe of what each new generation brings to the industry!

MORGAN HANENBERGER
Originally from Moville, Iowa, Morgan Hanenberger was trained in Tap, Jazz, Pom and Hip Hop. She graduated from the University of Northern Iowa 
where she was a 4-year member and 2-year captain for the Dance Team. Following graduation, she was a high school dance coach for Waterloo West 
(4 years) followed by a collegiate dance coach for North Dakota State University (2 years) and St. Cloud State University (5 years). While coaching at 
the collegiate level, her teams won 3 UDA College National Pom Titles and 2 top 3 finishes in Jazz. Morgan continues to work with high school and 
college teams in the Midwest with team selections and preparations for competition season. Morgan, along with her Husband Eric and children, 
Annabelle and Gabe, now live in Brooking, SD.
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BETSY HEATHCOCK
Betsy Heathcock has been actively involved in Dance Education since 1978.  During her career she taught dance and directed at 
three premier High Schools, Dulles, Memorial and Austin Fort Bend.  She had the distinct honor to choreograph for the 2005, 
2009, 2013 and 2017 Tournament of Roses “Music for All Honor Dance Team”, Dance Team Directors of Americas 1994 “All Star 
Dance Team” and was the United State Olympic Festival Assistant Dance Director/Choreographer in 1986.  Staying involved 
is so important and Betsy has done this by serving on the Texas Dance Educators’ Association Executive board in six different 
board positions. She oversaw the inception of the Texas State Dance Assessment, D.E.A.L -“Dance Educators’ Assessment of 
Learning” and continues to Coordinate and adjudicate for this Assessment.  Throughout the years Betsy has earned numerous 
accolades including being named to the Texas Dance Educators’ “Hall of Fame” in 2005, “Lifetime Achievement Award” in 2000 
and “Dance Team Director of the Year” in 1995.

Betsy is a Clinic Director for MA Dance Officer Camp MA Dance Line camps. In addition, Betsy is a Dance and /Color Guard 
adjudicator for MA Dance, Marching Auxiliaries of America and several other companies throughout the country.  She contin-
ues to mentor and provide guidance to Dance educators and Color Guards throughout Texas.  Her passion is creating unique 
choreography in both Pom & Military genres and providing leadership workshops for both Dance Officers and Dance Teams. 
Most recently Betsy was a presenter for Texas Dance Educators Association and Region IV at Deer Park and Goose Creek ISD’s.  
Betsy and her husband Ron teach leadership/crafting workshops that focus on taking time for yourself and emphasizing the 
importance of giving from the heart.  As a Dance Educator it is important to remain current within the industry and MA Dance 
& T.D.E.A. have always been instrumental in making this happen.  She is thankful each and every day that she is aligned both 
professionally and personally with so many amazing companies, organizations, Dance Educator’s and schools that continue to 
pursue excellence in dance.  

LINDSEY LARSON
Lindsey Greer Larsen knew she was destined to be in the dance world at a very young age. Her love to create artistic dance piec-
es that push the physical limits of the dancer and off the wall style was what drew her to pursue a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance 
with an emphasis in Choreography from the Herberger College of Fine Arts in 2006 from Arizona State University. While in 
College her passion for mentoring and coaching aspiring dancers grew as she opened a dance studio (Cynergy Dance Studio/
Inspiration Dance Company) as well as coaching all-star and high school dance/pom teams. She pursued an active role in the 
competitive dance industry taking on national choreography jobs for various high school, all-star, collegiate, pro teams, and as 
well as various musical artists and celebrities. 

While pursuing her career in dance and choreography, Lindsey had the opportunity to perform with amazing artists such as 
Black Eye Peas, Wyclef Jean, The Who, Alice Cooper, Sarah Dash, CaZo Dance Company, and was a part of the first NHL dance 
team to perform directly on the ice the Phoenix Coyotes “PACK” dancers. 

Lindsey currently holds multiple National, State, and Regional titles for her Coaching and/or Choreography. UDA, NDA, USA, 
AIA, Celebrity Competitions, Starpower, and KAR are some of the organizations titles that Lindsey holds in her resume and dear 
to her heart. Her passion for Choreography, Dance Team Training, and Inspiring Coaches has lead her to partnering up and 
developing Sharpen Up Dance Team Training with her two fellow coach colleagues. When Lindsey isn’t teaching master classes 
with SUDTT she is continuing to expand her passion for choreography nation wide for High School, Professional, and College 
Dance Teams along with educating, speaking at many State Association and Nationals Conferences, or Judging. She feels 
honored for the amazing opportunities she has been fortunate to experience over the years and that she is actively involved 
in today. Lindsey feels very blessed for the strength that God gives her to continue to dance, educate, and inspire the up and 
coming new generation of dancers, coaches, and educators!

KATIE MARSH
Katie Marsh is an experienced dancer, choreographer, coach, and judge. She currently serves as an official for Dance Team Union, as well as the Iowa, 
Nebraska, and South Dakota State Associations. As the Head Dance Coach at Midland University from 2017-2021, she led the team to one national 
championship, two conference championships, three regional championships and in 2019, Katie was named the NAIA Dance Coach of the Year. A native 
of Miami, Florida, Katie was a member of the nationally ranked Coral Reef Dance Team and won multiple titles through UDA. After high school, Katie 
joined the Young Americans- a non-profit music outreach organization based out of Southern California. As a Company Manager, Casting Director, and 
Performer, Katie traveled all over the world and taught performing arts workshops to over 20,000 students. Katie is an alumni of Chapman University 
in Orange, California where she received her B.S. in Business Administration with Magna Cum Laude honors. In her spare time, Katie is the Marketing 
Director for the National Dance Coaches Association and enjoys spending time at home in Sioux City with her husband, one year old son, and puppy 
named Ruffles. 
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ANGELA OTTMANN
Angela has been embedded in the spirit community for over 40 years, focusing on coaching, choreography, dance education/
instruction, speaking and judging at the national and regional level. She serves as a spirit consultant for several dance teams/
programs across the nation. Angela has a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management from San Jose State University and a 
Master’s Degree in Marketing from the University of San Francisco. She is the Founder and President of the CSCA (Colorado 
Spirit Coaches Association), est in 1994. This organization serves spirit coaches in Colorado, focusing on mentorship, develop-
ment and continued education.  She has served as a board member for the Colorado High School Coaches Association and the 
National Federation representing Spirit!
 
She is currently on the Conference Planning Team, serving as the Conference GALA Director for the NDCA (National Dance 
Coaches Association.)  She is responsible for event planning & assisting the management of the NDCA’s annual national 
coaches conference. Angela is also a certified adjudicator at the national, state and regional level.  She is a veteran judge in the 
industry judging for several companies including:  Varsity Brands (UDA, USA, NDA,) DTU, BCA, Jambrands, just to name a few.  
She has judging experience at the College, High School, Studio and All-Star Dance level.
 
She owns and manages A.O! Entertainment, an events production company, which focuses on educational conferences, 
competitions and events within the Spirit Sector.  Her key focus and mission is to educate coaches and provide quality events 
for the world of dance.
 
She was the Head Dance Coach/Spirit Director at Ponderosa High School for 25 years and was inducted into the Ponderosa Hall 
of Fame in 2009. Under her direction, the Ponderosa Dance program finished in the top two at the State Championships from 
1997-2019.  The program’s distinguished awards include 11x State Titles (9 in Jazz; 2 in Pom), eight-time State Runner Up 
Titles, nine League Titles, and eight CHSAA Academic Championships.  

Angela  is married to former Principal/Athletic Director at Ponderosa HS, Tim Ottmann.  Tim and Angela recently launched 
“Team Ottmann” a business focusing on “Coaching the Coaches” presenting/speaking to educators across the nation after Tim’s 
retirement. Together they have three children, Casey, Jake and Karli.

DEE DEE MUNSON
DeeDee is the Founder/Owner of DDAMdancewear & Manager for Tippi Toes Dance Roswell. She is the former Managing Direc-
tor a The Moment Dance Experience at KM Agency. She is also the former General Manager/Artistic Director for Power House of 
Dance Dallas / Frisco & the former Artistic Director of Dance for North Texas Performing Arts. Her credits include Kilgore College 
Rangerette, Stephen F. Austin Repertory Company, Stephen F. Austin Pom Squad member and coach, Dallas Cowboys Cheer-
leader, and Dallas Mavericks Dancer. She is also a former Walt Disney World Dancer where she performed in The Beauty & The 
Beast Show, Pleasure Island Explosion Dancers, various conventions and special events, and the Rhythms of the World Show 
at Tokyo DisneySeas. She has also served as audition choreographer for Walt Disney World, Disney Cruise Lines & Disneyland 
Paris.

DeeDee has taught and choreographed for studios, dance teams & theatres across the country. She has choreographed over 
60 musicals. Her Freaky Friday new works choreography was showcased at The Junior Theatre Festival in Atlanta, GA. She is 
an international adjudicator & master teacher. She has served as a judge for MA Dance, Varsity Brands, Cheer Power, Freedom 
Dance, The Groove, HTE, The USASF Dance Worlds, COP Brands, Inferno Dance & The Kilgore College Rangerettes. She was also 
a dancer/actress in the movie Miss Congeniality starring Sandra Bullock. 

LAURA PICKETT
Laura Pickett led the highly competitive, Millard West Dance Team out of Omaha, NE for seven years. As a 2012 Millard West 
graduate herself, she has seen the team succeed year after year. Her freshman year on the team is when the program won their 
first National Championship. That is when she fell in love with the dance team industry and the Millard West wildcat style and 
pride. After graduating in 2012 with one National Championship, four State Titles and four Regional Titles, she was recruited 
to work for Universal Dance Association traveling to teach camps, judge competitions, and she was honored to be chosen as a 
member of the International Staff teaching master classes and judging national events around the world. She was also nom-
inated for Rookie of the Year and Veteran of the Year during her time with UDA. At the age of 21, Laura took over the Millard 
West Dance Team. Since then, the team has been awarded numerous State Titles, Double Regional titles and placed in the top 
five at Nationals seven times out of 90+ teams. In 2022, Laura was nominated for ‘Coach of the Year’ by the National Dance 
Team Coaches Association. Laura is still connected with Universal Dance Association judging at their Regional and National 
Competitions and consulting many dance teams around the Nation!
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VALERIE POTSOS

RANI REICHOW

Holly REIMER

Head Coach of the nationally ranked University of Michigan Dance Team from 2000-2022, Valerie Stead Potsos is the Director/
Owner of Dancer’s Edge in Dexter, Michigan. Recently, she traveled to Vienna, Austria to choreograph and train three dance 
teams with the Vienna Vikings.  She has choreographed for professional corporate sponsors including Ford Motor Company 
and much more. Dancer’s Edge was named as one of the “Top Studios on the Move” in Dance Spirit magazine. Her articles on 
coaching and dance have appeared in Dance Spirit, American Cheerleader and in Motion Magazines. 

She is a Seminar presenter, and curriculum consultant for Varsity University, UCA/UDA (Universal Cheer and Dance Association) 
and AACCA (American Association of Cheer Coaches and Administrators) and staff member for Universal Dance Association on 
topics such as Motivation, Leadership, Teambuilding and many more. Her students have auditioned for America’s Got Talent 
and have been featured on the show in 2015. Along with judging local, state and national competitions, she has judged 
Studio, High School and College Dance Nationals as well for various organizations. She coached The Royal Oak Kimball 
Dance Company and The Royal Oak Kimball Varsity Dance Team for 8 years. She also teaches for the kinesiology department, 
“U-Move” at The University of Michigan. She also hosts a large Dance Competition each Spring at The University of Michigan 
and the event is in its 21st year. She has been dancing since age three and teaching dance since age fourteen and was a 
member and captain of The University of Michigan Dance Team. Valerie graduated with a B.A. from the University of Michigan 
and has additional graduate studies in Secondary Education from Michigan State University. Valerie resides in Dexter, MI with 
her husband and three children.

Since 2002, Rani has coached many award-winning dance teams, most recently, the 2023 UDA Spirit Programs Game Day Na-
tional Champions, Grand Canyon University in Phoenix, AZ. Rani also served as the Director of Education for the National Dance 
Coaches Association, has presented for several coaches’ conferences including NDCA and Iowa, and as co-founder of Sharpen 
Up Dance Team Training, she produces large scale educational workshops & recruiting events for high school dancers. Rani 
received her Judge’s Credential through NDCA and DTU, and has judged for multiple state and national organizations. She is 
honored and excited to be a part of the legendary ISDTA State Championship and wishes the best of luck to all of the coaches 
and competitors.

Holly Reimer has been immersed in dance from a young age, mastering styles such as contemporary, jazz, and hip hop. During 
her high school years in Iowa, she competed both at the studio and on her dance team, winning the state solo competition two 
years in a row. At the University of Iowa, she continued to refine her skills as a member of the university’s dance team, before 
moving to Los Angeles to pursue a professional dance career.

In 2017, Holly landed her breakthrough role as a dancer for the Los Angeles Clippers’ Clippers Spirit, where she performed at 
high-profile events, traveled, and shared the stage with renowned artists and celebrities. Signed with MSA, she spent several 
years auditioning and furthering her career in the entertainment industry. 

Currently, Holly balances her full-time career in the billboard advertising industry with her passion for dance. She is also a 
certified personal trainer and nutrition coach, but her most fulfilling role has been mentoring young dancers aspiring to join 
collegiate or professional teams. Through choreography, master classes, and one-on-one guidance, Holly remains deeply 
committed to helping the next generation of dancers achieve their dreams.
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CASSIDY VERMEER

Jenny Thielman

Cassidy Vermeer, head dance team coach at Iowa Central Community College, grew up in Fort Dodge, Iowa where she gradu-
ated from Fort Dodge Senior High in 2007. After high school, Vermeer made the smart decision to stay in town and finish her 
AA degree at Iowa Central Community College for one year. She then went on and transferred to receive a bachelor’s degree in 
Family Services from the University of Northern Iowa in May of 2010.

At both Iowa Central and UNI, Vermeer was a member of their collegiate dance teams. She has attended many state competi-
tions and national competitions where awards were won such as national champion in the Pom Division for UNI in 2010.
Vermeer began her dance coaching career at Iowa Central in 2011 and has remained a part of the dance program coaching for 
almost 12 years. Along with coaching the Iowa Central Dance Team, she has also choreographed for many local surrounding 
high school dance teams and soloists. 

Vermeer lives in Humboldt with her husband Tyler, her two sons, Tucker and Weston, and daughter Reese. 

Jenny is the owner of The Dance Challenge and has 27 years of coaching experience including 10 years of owning her own 
multidisciplinary dance studio.  Jenny spent 5 years touring as a judge with the Symposium Talent competition. She is an 
award-winning freelance choreographer and enjoys traveling the state of Iowa working with studios and high school dance 
teams. She is a member and volunteer for the National Dance Coaches Association and also serves as an Executive board mem-
ber for both CR netWORK, and Leaders in Volunteerism.

SHAN STAVROPOULOS
Shan began dancing at the young age of three in San Francisco, California. She then danced through high school and college 
and after graduation continued her dance career for 21 years as the coach and choreographer for the nationally ranked Millard 
West Dance Team. Under her direction, the team was crowned UDA National Champions in 2009 and National Champion 
Runner-Ups in 2011 and 2021 in the Small Hip Hop Division. She most recently choreographed their 2024 UDA National 
Championship Small Division Gameday winning routine. Some of her other accolades include 15 Nebraska State title awards, 
19 Best Choreography Awards, being a four-time recipient of the Coaches Award and was named MBJ’s Top 40 Under 40. She 
has choreographed for the University of Iowa, the University of Nebraska Wesleyan, and the University of Nebraska-Omaha, 
as well as instructed at Nebraska Dance and coached/choreographed for the No Limits Senior All-Star Team. Shan was also the 
Director and Choreographer of the United Football League’s - Omaha Nighthawks Professional Cheerleaders and Dance Team 
and is currently a Regional/National Championship judge for Dance Team Union, a State judge for Iowa, Missouri, Arizona and 
Tennessee and just added the honor of judging for Tribe 99’s, THE DANCE COMBINE. 

Stephanie Sibenaller
Stephanie Sibenaller is from Lohrville, Iowa, and has been integrated into the dance community for years. She grew up danc-
ing at Dance 2 Xtreme in Lake City, Iowa and later danced on her high school dance team, South Central Calhoun. She attended 
Iowa Central Community College and danced for two years on the Iowa Central Dance Team, where she was named captain her 
sophomore year. She transferred to Dordt University and was captain of the Dordt Dance Team for two years as well. She was 
named an NDA Collegiate All American in August 2017. She earned her Bachelors in Business with an emphasis in Agriculture 
from Dordt University in May 2018. 

Stephanie started coaching at Iowa Central Community College in May of 2018. She serves as the Assistant Coach and Strength 
and Conditioning Coach of the Iowa Central Dance Team. Stephanie enjoys creating innovative routines for high schools, col-
leges, and studios all around Iowa and the Midwest. She is deeply connected to her calling of reaching and impacting the lives 
of young athletes through the art of dance. 

Stephanie currently lives in Fort Dodge, Iowa, and is married to Jordan Sibenaller. They don’t currently have any children, but 
two Australian Shepherd dogs, Cleopatra and Honey. 
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MARY WENDT
Mary has been involved in the dance team industry for over 41 years as a coach and industry professional.  A part of the original 
judging panel at The Dance Worlds, Mary was the Dance Scoring Director for the IASF, the International All-Star Federation.  She 
has served as the Scoring and Adjudication Director as well as the Pom, Junior, and High Kick Category Advisor for the Dance 
Worlds.  Mary was the Education Director for USASF Dance and the Associate Director of Enrichment/Leadership, assisting in 
the development of workshops for coaches and athletes such as Bolt, Dance FUNdamentals, What’s your IQ Jr, and Impact. 
Mary has judged internationally and facilitated coach and athlete workshops, including developing a leadership program for 
students from Moldova. 

Mary is the former director/choreographer of the North Texas State University Songleaders and the Assistant Director/Choreog-
rapher for the Texas Christian University Showgirls, her alma mater, where she received a BS and MS in Kinesiological Studies.  
A former Kilgore College Rangerette Lieutenant and TCU Showgirl Captain, Mary has been a director for several high school 
teams in Texas, Ohio, New Jersey, and Washington. The Texas Dance/Drill Team Educators voted her as their youngest Lifetime 
Achievement Recipient and Hall of Fame Recipient.  She has received the Hall of Fame award from DX Events and NDCA.  Mary 
was the executive director and former choreographer of the Citrus Bowl and worked for MA Dance as their Vice President for 
over 35 years. 

Mary has been married for over 34 years to Ted Wendt and has a son, John, a 2018 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. 

tami whatcott
Tami Whatcott graduated from Utah Valley University with a BFA in Modern Dance and a BS in Dance Education. While at UVU 
she was a member of Synergy Dance Company, Contemporary Dance Ensemble, Ballroom Tour Team, and danced as well as 
coached for the NBA D-League, the Utah Flash. Other notable professional companies include Diavolo, Joel Hall Dancers, Nou-
menon Dance Ensemble, and Myriad Dance Company. Some of Tami’s judging accolades include NDTC, UDA College Nationals, 
NDA Nationals, Worlds, Summit, and the ICU World Championship. She was an instructor for Universal Dance Association 
and has been trained in ballet, modern, jazz, pom, contemporary, hip-hop, and ballroom. Tami has done choreography for 
professional NBA teams, dance companies, numerous award winning studios, high schools and collegiate dance teams both 
nationally and internationally.

elizabeth weidner
Elizabeth Weidner, from Waterloo, Iowa, began dancing at the age of three. She danced and competed for her studio and high 
school dance team and won numerous state titles with her team and in her solo division. Elizabeth graduated from the Univer-
sity of Iowa where she was a four-year member of the Iowa Dance Team. With the team, Elizabeth competed nationally in the 
D1A pom, jazz and game day divisions and walked away with two top 3 finishes. Elizabeth graduated with a BA in Journalism 
and Mass Communications and Dance. 

Currently, Elizabeth resides in Minneapolis where she dances professionally for the NFL as a Minnesota Vikings Cheerleader. 
She also works full-time as a Marketing Coordinator for WSB.  Additionally, she is a dance instructor for MA Dance where she 
has been on staff for over five years. As an instructor, Elizabeth teaches at commuter camps, leadership camps and private 
camps for teams across the country. 

Elizabeth enjoys judging tryouts and competitions in addition to working with teams and studios through master classes, 
clinics, choreography and cleaning competition routines. 
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SANDI ELLIS

evan coonrod

Sandi Ellis has been a color guard performer, choreographer, instructor, and judge in the Midwest for more than 30 years. She performed throughout 
high school and college, including two trips to the Tournament of Rose Parade, and groups for whom she has written have performed at numerous 
college football bowl parades. Sandi is a long-time staff member at the Central Iowa Color Guard Camp and has been a choreographer and instructor at 
other camps in Missouri, Kansas, and Illinois. The Iowa high school marching bands with whom she has worked range in size from Class 2A - 4A, and she 
currently is the instructor with the award-winning Dallas Center - Grimes Marching Mustangs. 

Born and raised in St. Louis Missouri, Evan has been involved in the color guard activity since 1996. Upon high school graduation he attended Southwest 
Missouri State University from 2000-2005 as a music education major and performed with the Pride of SMSU Color Guard. He was captain of the color 
guard from 2002-2005. In addition to performing with the color guard at SMS, he was a member of the Pride of SMSU Winter Guard from 2000-2004. 
After aging out of the SMSU winter guard program he made his way to Jacksonville, FL and performed with the Independent World Winter Guard, North-
east Independent from 2007-2009. Since moving back to the St. Louis area, Evan has taught many color guard programs in the area and is currently in his 
13th year as the Director of the Lafayette HS Color Guard program in Wildwood, Missouri.

COLOR GUARD QUALIFIER 
JUDGES BIOS 

SAM HOUSTON BROWN
Samantha Houston Brown has been involved in the marching arts since 2004. In high school, she competed in Bands of America and Winter Guard 
International with Odessa High School Band of Distinction, Odessa, Missouri. While attending the University of Kansas, she served as a 3 year guard 
captain with the Marching Jayhawks, 3 seasons with Synchronicity Winterguard, 3 seasons with Avidity Independent Winterguard and a summer 
performing with the Santa Clara Vanguard Drum and Bugle Corps, from Santa Clara, California. She became a member of the Zeta Delta Chapter of 
Tau Beta Sigma in 2008, serving as chapter President for 2 years. In March of 2020, she was welcomed as an Honorary member of Kappa Kappa Psi 
by the Epsilon Omega Chapter. 
 
Samantha has experience instructing and choreographing for high school and collegiate color guards in Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Texas, Hawaii 
and Nebraska. 2024 marks her 6th year as the Color Guard Instructor for the Cornhusker Marching Band at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  In ad-
dition to color guard, she completed her first season serving on the visual staff for the Crossmen Drum and Bugle Corps. She has her Music Education 
Degree from the University of Kansas and a degree certification in Physical Therapist Assistant.
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JV TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS
JUDGES BIOS 

LEXI GBOGBO
Lexi is heavily involved in the dance community in the state of Iowa.  She is currently the head dance team coach at Central College.  Her dance team 
has won ISDTA State competition titles for over a decade now and currently won the Division III National Championship title at the NDA College 
Nationals in Daytona Beach, FL in 2023.  Lexi is currently in her 12th season coaching the Central College Dance Team.

From 2014-2020, Lexi had the privilege of dancing with the Iowa Wolves dance team and was given the title as head coach and choreographer 
for the team.  The Iowa Wolves is the G-League basketball team out of Des Moines, IA and is affiliated with the Minnesota Timberwolves basketball 
organization.  

Lexi has had the pleasure of being a dance and auxiliary staff instructor for MA Dance for 18 years now! Her favorite part of working for MA is building 
the relationships with the dance directors, inspiring the talented dancers and, of course, having wonderful relationships and long-lasting friendships 
with the MA Staff members! In addition to this experience, Lexi independently choreographs competition dance routines for high school teams 
throughout the state of Iowa.  Numerous routines have won first place ISDTA State titles.  Lexi has also choreographed the majorette lines for the Cap-
ital One Bowl Halftime Show in Orlando, FL in 2006, 2007 and 2008.  During her competitive baton twirling years she held the title as Miss Majorette 
of Iowa in 1997, 2000 and 2005.  

CASSIDY VERMEER
Cassidy Vermeer, head dance team coach at Iowa Central Community College, grew up in Fort Dodge, Iowa where she gradu-
ated from Fort Dodge Senior High in 2007. After high school, Vermeer made the smart decision to stay in town and finish her 
AA degree at Iowa Central Community College for one year. She then went on and transferred to receive a bachelor’s degree in 
Family Services from the University of Northern Iowa in May of 2010.

At both Iowa Central and UNI, Vermeer was a member of their collegiate dance teams. She has attended many state competi-
tions and national competitions where awards were won such as national champion in the Pom Division for UNI in 2010.
Vermeer began her dance coaching career at Iowa Central in 2011 and has remained a part of the dance program coaching for 
almost 12 years. Along with coaching the Iowa Central Dance Team, she has also choreographed for many local surrounding 
high school dance teams and soloists. 

Vermeer lives in Humboldt with her husband Tyler, her two sons, Tucker and Weston, and daughter Reese. 

Holly REIMER
Holly Reimer has been immersed in dance from a young age, mastering styles such as contemporary, jazz, and hip hop. During 
her high school years in Iowa, she competed both at the studio and on her dance team, winning the state solo competition two 
years in a row. At the University of Iowa, she continued to refine her skills as a member of the university’s dance team, before 
moving to Los Angeles to pursue a professional dance career.

In 2017, Holly landed her breakthrough role as a dancer for the Los Angeles Clippers’ Clippers Spirit, where she performed at 
high-profile events, traveled, and shared the stage with renowned artists and celebrities. Signed with MSA, she spent several 
years auditioning and furthering her career in the entertainment industry. 

Currently, Holly balances her full-time career in the billboard advertising industry with her passion for dance. She is also a 
certified personal trainer and nutrition coach, but her most fulfilling role has been mentoring young dancers aspiring to join 
collegiate or professional teams. Through choreography, master classes, and one-on-one guidance, Holly remains deeply 
committed to helping the next generation of dancers achieve their dreams.
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elizabeth weidner
Elizabeth Weidner, from Waterloo, Iowa, began dancing at the age of three. She danced and competed for her studio and high 
school dance team and won numerous state titles with her team and in her solo division. Elizabeth graduated from the Univer-
sity of Iowa where she was a four-year member of the Iowa Dance Team. With the team, Elizabeth competed nationally in the 
D1A pom, jazz and game day divisions and walked away with two top 3 finishes. Elizabeth graduated with a BA in Journalism 
and Mass Communications and Dance. 

Currently, Elizabeth resides in Minneapolis where she dances professionally for the NFL as a Minnesota Vikings Cheerleader. 
She also works full-time as a Marketing Coordinator for WSB.  Additionally, she is a dance instructor for MA Dance where she 
has been on staff for over five years. As an instructor, Elizabeth teaches at commuter camps, leadership camps and private 
camps for teams across the country. 

Elizabeth enjoys judging tryouts and competitions in addition to working with teams and studios through master classes, 
clinics, choreography and cleaning competition routines. 


